Factor VIII inhibitor and raised platelet IgG levels associated with methyldopa therapy.
An inhibitor to the plasma coagulation factor VIII and abnormally high levels of platelet associated IgG (PAIgG) were found in a patient whilst on methyldopa. Both these parameters fell on initial withdrawal, but on rechallenge with the drug only the PAIgG rose to the high presenting levels. No inhibitory activity to factor VIIIc could be detected in a concentrated eluate prepared from the patient's platelets. These results may imply that two distinct antibodies were provoked by the administration of methyldopa, but could also be explained by the action of anti VIIIc alone on the patient's platelets.